62                  KNOWmO AND BEING.            [CHAP, IV.
concrete riches of human life lie between these two extremes—a limit-
less Self and this perpetual flux and change,—this Samsdm^
To us and to intelligences like ours, the truth consists in the synthesis
of One and many.2
But this is not a necessary truth. It must be remembered that
this perpetual flux and change imply time relations which, it would
be philosophically wrong to carry into the region of the Mind {Atman)
which is itself timeless—timeless, because time itself, as Dr. Haldane
niiglit say, faUs within it3, or as a Veddntin might say, it cannot be
without it.
And although the Hegelian dialectic as to the alternation of self"
extemalisation and return with richer content eacli time in the pro-
cess, is of use to us as a guide to a complete comprehension, in the
end, of the Absolute Being as the Ultimate Eeality, it is unphiloso-
phical to think that such. a process of externalisation and return is
necessary in the case of the Absolute Being itself to become self-
conscious.4
The Absolute, from its very nature, must be self-conscious, if
it is All Intelligence. It cannot require an Other to become itself
Self-conscious. To say that it does would, be to deprive it of its
natural freedom and subject it to a law of necessity. Hegel, however,
does this, and explains the descent of the Logos by means of his dia-
lectic, and also vindicates thereby the Christian dogmas of the Trinity
and Atonement—God, Father, going into Otherness, finite mind,
the Son, that is. God imposing on Himself the limits of man's finitude
and then returning unto Himself in the fullness of His Self-con-
sciousness (Holy Ghost).
But is it not true that the truths of philosophy are present to
the mind of God as a whole in an Eternal Now, and are not the results
of a'ratiocinative process ? All the great ideals of Absolute Truth,
Absolute Beauty, Absolute Goodness, says Professor Upton,5 are eter-
nally realised in the Eternal Absolute ; only in us they are " a re-
velation of the perfection which, ought to be realised . . . and it is
1 Of. Haldane's "Pathway," 11, 230-    4 Hegel in this respect appears to be
'-ov*                                   wrong.
2 Bhag. Git. XIII, 27.                 s Upton's   t Hibbert Lectures/ for
3 Haldane's "Pathway," 11, 227-228. m^ PP- 25^.

